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c s parents, there’s nothing

we won't do to ensure the

safety of our children. |

don’t consider myself a “helicopter
parent”, nor do | think there’s
dangers to my kids hidden around
every corner. At the end of the
day, everything has some degree
of risk, but it's my responsibility as
a parent to discern active danger
from theoretical risk.

So, when it comes to playgrounds,
of course I'll help my kids if they
get injured or have difficulty while
playing. But, more than that, |
think the responsible thing is to
altogether avoid playgrounds that
have equipment with excessive fall
heights.

And I'm not talking about jungle
gyms or monkey bars that are
typically six to eight feet off the
ground. I'm describing the more
recent spate of play structures
designed to be as tall as possible
with, in my view, no regard for kids’
safety.

THE COST OF GOING TALL

“Everything
has some
degree of risk,
but it's my
responsibility
as a parent to
discern active
danger from

theoretical
risk.”
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Do you really want
your kids playing on a Serious _
structure that you may Injury Risk Low High
have trouble getting up
to and helping them if _ _
need be2 Do you fruly UETNCIENGCE  Simple and Complex and
: Access Safe Risky

want to run the risk of
your child falling from
20+ feet and potentially Liabili N
being hospitalized? Exposme Manageable Significant

THE HIGHER THE STRUCTURE, THE HIGHER THE STAKES

FOR PARENTS. FOR EVERYONE.




BUYING A TALL
STRUCTURE
MEANS TAKING ON
A BIGGER BURDEN

Parks or schools that buy one of
these structures, will inevitably take
on a boatload of unnecessary risks,
including:

INJURED KIDS
POTENTIAL LAWSUITS

REPUTATIONAL DAMAGE

TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT
PLAYGROUND CLOSURE
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LONGEVITY ISN'T JUST
ABOUT THE STRUCTURE.
[T'S ABOUT WHAT IT
TAKES TO KEEP IT SAFE.

But let’s set aside the safety
concerns for a moment and
focus on longevity. As the size of
a playground increases, so does
the amount of maintenance
needed to keep it safe. When
you purchase a play structure

that looms 30 feet in the air over
the rest of your space, whether
you know it or not, you've
signed someone up to climb up
on that thing and tighten the
bolts, check for jagged edges,
and potentially repair broken
parts.
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ould you find someone to do this¢ Maybe. But
truly skilled playground maintenance workers are
hard to come by, and most would rather work

with playgrounds that they don't have to risk life and
limb to simply climb up and examine.

Think about that 30-foot structure in

a decade or two. Generally speaking,
the more metal involved in a piece

of equipment, the more

opportunities there are for rust.

And when parents start ‘
complaining about their o
kids getting scratches RRRRXX vs\\“‘
while playing on the X
structure, are you going
to have someone willing
to surmount the structure
and implement fixes?
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hese are just a few The cost-
Tconsidero’rions if you're benefit analysis

looking to buy o”roll jUSf doesn’t
play structure. If you're :
willing to accept the land on the side
risks (ipcluding inevitable of buying an
lawsuits) and if you have : :
the support staff needed mcred’b’y tall
to keep the structure in play structure.”
good working order, by all
means, buy that behemoth

of a play structure.

But | think the cost-benefit
analysis just doesn’t land

on the side of buying an
incredibly tall play structure. If
| have the choice of bringing
my kids to a playground that’s
spread out evenly across a
given space versus one that's
centered around a structure
that spans 50 feet in the air,
I'm choosing the former over
the latter every time.
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THEQRY VS PRACTICE

Having a super tall play structure will function as:
* A statement piece for the community

e A hub of excitement for kids

* A great value for communities looking to get themselves on
the map.

Tall structures carry liability such as:

* Inthe immediate, they increase the risk of serious injury
by encouraging kids to climb as high as possible, thereby
increasing the fall risk from upwards of 20 feet.

* Inthe long-term, they demand constant maintenance in
ways that smaller structures don't.

* When repairs are needed, the workers must climb up the
structure and work on it, often at odd angles and with
tools that a school or park may not have.

CHOOSE WISELY TODAY. PROTECT KIDS TOMORROW.





